Student Research Programme
To Foster, Preserve and Document Modern and Contemporary Art in Malta

Introduction:

The Student Research Programme (SRP) is a research project founded by Prof Joseph Paul Cassar with the aim to connect prominent Maltese visual artists with teams of graduate and undergraduate students (Maltese and foreign) to undertake the preparation, preservation and documentation of their creative work.  Priority will be given to researching aging professional visual artists as well as those deceased who have left an important mark on Maltese recent history.  Younger contemporary artists will also be considered for research and form an integral part of the programme; however this depends on an evaluation of their merits in the visual arts field and the availability of the students. All these groups will benefit from the educational experience that will help shape the future of our visual cultural legacy.

Background and Purpose:

Visual Artists work hard throughout their lifetime to develop ideas and a personal expression in their creative work.  Most of the time their work or a section of their output remains unaccounted for or not archived properly.  Teams of students will be engaged to visit regularly the studios of artists and work systematically to document their work.  Vital key works of the Maltese Modern and Contemporary Period are imperiled by the lack of a functional sustainable model for documentation and preservation.  This project addresses this urgent need.

SRP addresses these challenges by providing Maltese visual artists with direct, hands-on support and guidance to manage and preserve their life- work.  In return this also serves students with an intergenerational educational experience and mentorship in the preservation of artistic legacy.

Objectives of the Studio Visits:

The visits to the artists’ studios entail the collection of information in a systematic manner, such as biographical data and information about their work.  More specifically this means:

· To catalogue and make photocopies of all available information found in possession of the artists such as newspaper cuttings with a direct connection to their work and life
· To document all available photographs (of the artist, his family and his works) 

· To catalogue all exhibition brochures and publications pertaining to the artist
· To photograph high quality digital images of existing artworks in the studio complete with: title, medium, measurements and whether the work is signed and/or dated

· To document/make copies of any videos/tapes or other footage regarding the artist and his/her work

· To interview the artist and/or family members about relevant historical biographical and artistic background, information and development.

· To obtain copies of any other relevant information found in the studio always seeking the full consent of the artists and their families.

Accreditation/Certification:

Students will be accredited for the work they perform.  This will be calculated by the number of hours of work they put per week in working at the artists’ studios.

A record of attendance will be kept for each student with date of each visit and the time spent in research and a brief description of the tasks performed..  The artists or a member of their families would have to sign and confirm the time spent researching in the studio.  

On completion of a special task an official certificate will be issued. 

Artists who can Benefit from this programme:
The SRP is also extended to deceased artists whose works are still in the studios safeguarded by their families.

Artists and/or their families need to sign an agreement of consent to give permission to the students working on the research project to provide them with full support in carrying on their work without hindrance.

Appointments for visits are established between the artist/family members and the students.

Visits can be as often as agreed by all concerned parties.

All documentation will be archived with the aim that these will be deposited at the National Library Archives to be available to scholars for research purposes.
How SRP chooses with whom and where to work:
Maltese artists can take the initiative themselves and express a request in writing to be assigned a student or two to carry out research in their studios.  Such applications will be evaluated by the Board of the SRP which will assess the urgency and importance of the work of the artist in question in view of how many students are available at the time.  The SRP Board has the right to assign students to artists’ studios after identifying a need to catalogue/document the work of a deceased Maltese or aging artist.
Responsibilities of the Artists/Families:

The artists and/or their families have the responsibility to agree to:

· Co-operate fully with the student/s and the SRP Board to allow easy access to all documents related to the artists such as: newspaper cuttings, certificates, artworks, exhibition catalogues, and any other related information
· Facilitate the number of studio visits to the student/s so that they work on the research on a regular basis, offering them a sense of continuity with no long gaps in between 

· Material which is deemed to be private and confidential such as personal letters are at the discretion of the artists and/or their families to decide whether these are to be made available for research purposes

· Sign for each student visit specifying time spent in the studio each time
· Any complaints about the student/s are to be reported directly to the SRP Board..

Responsibilities of the Research Students:

· Students are to keep a record of their visits to the artists’ studios and ensure that these are properly marked, dated, specifying hours spent in the studio with brief description of the tasks carried out and duly signed
· To treat all research material as private and confidential

· Any photographs that are taken or photocopies made are to be handed to the SRP Board
· To catalogue/document all research in a clear coherent manner as instructed by SRP Board

·  To seek advice from the SRP Board in case of difficulty or in case of any problems

·  To work diligently on the research and keep the studio visits and meetings with artists and/or their families on a professional level

·  To seek advice and prior approval from the SRP Board in case some expenses need to be made in connection with the research

·  To report on a quarterly basis their progress to the SRP Board..

Responsibilities of the SRP Board:

· To assess the urgency and merit which artist deserves the priority to have his/her work documented

· To seek approval from the artists and/or their families to allow students to carry out research and documentation in the studio

· To monitor the progress made by the students on a quarterly basis
· To issue a certificate and seek proper accreditation to the students depending on the hours of research spent in the respective artists’ studios

· To meet minor expenses in facilitating the research such as photocopy of documents and other material

· To ensure that the research is properly catalogued and deposited eventually deposited at the National Library Archives

· To make such research available to students and scholars upon request.
